
LETTER FROM EXECUTIVE BOARD

Greetings Delegates !

It gives us immense pleasure to welcome you to this simulation of the United

Nations Security Council at Scottish High International School MUN. We look forward

to an enriching and rewarding experience.

This study guide is by no means the end of research, we would very much

appreciate it if the leaders are able to find new realms in the agenda and

bring it forth in the committee. Such research combined with good

argumentation and a solid representation of facts is what makes much as

possible, as fluency, diction or oratory skills have very little importance as

opposed to the content you deliver. So just research and speak and you are

bound to make a lot of sense. We are certain that we will be learning from you

immensely and we also hope that you all will have an equally enriching

experience. In case of any queries feel free to contact us. We will try our best

to answer the questions to the best of our abilities.

We look forward to an exciting and interesting committee, which should

certainly be helped by the all-pervasive nature of the issue. Hopefully we, as

members of the Executive Board, do also have a chance to gain from being a

part of this committee. Please do not hesitate to contact us regarding any

doubts that you may have.

Regards ,

Mr. Sahil Chopra Mr. Bhavya Bhardwaj

President Vice-President

+60 11-5161 2770 +91 7217844642
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Beginner's Guide to Model UN

Question 1: What is the United Nations?

The United Nations is an international organization founded in 1945 to

maintain international peace and security, developing friendly relations

among nations and promoting social progress, better living standards and

human rights by 51 countries. The United Nations has 6 principle organs

The UN has 4 main purposes

To keep peace throughout the world;

To develop friendly relations among nations;

To help nations work together to improve the lives of poor people, to

conquer hunger, disease and illiteracy, and to encourage respect for

each other’s rights and freedoms;

To be a centre for harmonizing the actions of nations to achieve these

Goals

Question 2: What is the Model United Nations?

Model United Nations is a simulation of the actual United nation which is

done to enhance knowledge about pressing International issues. It is called

Model United nation not mock United nation because it does not work as an

exact replica of the United Nations, it is just an attempt to understand the

working of the United Nations by practicing some of its working mechanisms.

Every person who participates is given a country to represent and are called

Delegates of their respective committees. There are some rules that we

follow in MUNs to facilitate the debate called rules of procedure. The
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procedure that is closest to what is followed in the actual UN is UN4MUN.

Question 3: What is considered to be valid evidence in the Model United

Nations?

Evidence or proof that is acceptable from sources

1. News Sources:

a. REUTERS – Any Reuters article which clearly makes mention of the factor is

in contradiction of the fact being stated by a delegate in council.

http://www.reuters.com/

b. State-operated News Agencies – These reports can be used in the support

of or against the State that owns the News Agency. These reports, if credible

or substantial enough, can be used in support of or against any Country as

such but in that situation, they can be denied by any other country in the

council. Some examples are,

i. RIA Novosti (Russia) http://en.rian.ru/

ii. IRNA (Iran) http://www.irna.ir/ENIndex.htm

iii. BBC (United Kingdom) http://www.bbc.co.uk/

2. Government Reports: These reports can be used in a similar way as the

State Operated News Agencies reports and can, in all circumstances, be

denied by another country.

a. Government Websites like the State Department of the United States of

America ( http://www.state.gov/index.htm ) or the Ministry of Defense of
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the Russian Federation ( http://www.eng.mil.ru/en/index.htm )

b. Ministry of Foreign Affairs of various nations like India

(http://www.mea.gov.in/), People’s Republic of China

(http://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/ ),

France (http://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/en/ ),

Russian Federation (http://www.mid.ru/brp_.nsf/main_eng )

c. Permanent Representatives to the United Nations Reports

http://www.un.org/en/members/ (Click on any country to get the website

of the Office of its Permanent Representative)

d. Multilateral Organizations like the NATO

(http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/index.htm ), ASEAN

(http://www.aseansec.org/ ), OPEC (http://www.opec.org/opec_web/en/), etc.

3. UN Reports: All UN Reports are considered credible information or

evidence for the Executive Board of the Security Council.

a. UN Bodies: Like the SC (http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/ ), GA

(http://www.un.org/en/ga/), HRC

(http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/HRCIndex.aspx )

Etc.

b. UN Affiliated bodies like the International Atomic Energy Agency

4. (http://www.iaea.org/),

World Bank (http://www.worldbank.org/),
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International Monetary Fund (http://www.imf.org/external/index.htm ,

International Committee of the Red Cross

(http://www.icrc.org/eng/index.jsp ), etc.

c. Treaty Based Bodies like the Antarctic Treaty System

(http://www.ats.aq/e/ats.htm ), the International Criminal Court

(http://www.icccpi.int/Menus/ICC )

*Some of the links might get replaced so type the keywords for research.

IMPORTANT NOTE: THIS BACKGROUND GUIDE ISN’T A VALID SOURCE FOR

PROOFS. IT IS JUST FOR REFERENCE, DON’T RESTRICT YOUR RESEARCH TO

SAME.

Question 4: How to prepare for the Model United Nations overview?\

General Research and Preparation guidelines

There are three consistently significant parts of representative planning. They

are: useful;meaningful; and positional planning. Practical readiness outfits the

representatives with essential apparatuses, including a comprehension of

the guidelines important to act in board of trustees. The meaningful

component gives preparation of explicit data on the subject regions. At long

last, positional planning requires the understudies to embrace viewpoints

that are not their own. In light of this, the EB gives three instruments to help

you: this Guide to Delegate Preparation, Background Guides, and position

papers. Together, these will guarantee you will be prepared for the

gathering. Past perusing and understanding the material we have given, the

more pragmatic experience you can gain through banter, goal composing,
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making introductions, and so forth, the more ready you will be.

Meaningful Preparation The Background Guides are a consequence of broad exploration

and exertion with respect to the Executive Board and are the establishment of

considerable groundwork for every advisory group. We recommend that you read them,

talk about them, and read them once more. On the off chance that an agent has not

perused and ingested the data in the Background Guide, the person won't contribute

adequately to the board.

An ambitious beginning on the Background Guides will empower you to

completely comprehend the subjects and start to tissue out your own

thoughts. Advise yourself that you should go about as policymakers,

dissecting and shaping the data you have gotten into arrangements and

goals. Conversations with different representatives will likewise assist you

with fostering your thoughts. While the Background Guide will give a large

portion o omf your meaningful readiness, autonomous exploration is

valuable, fulfilling and important for a fruitful gathering
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Positional Preparation

We expect representatives to receive the situation of a particular country all

through the UN reproduction. This is a vital component of the

"Global" experience of a model UN as it powers representatives to analyze the points of

view, issues, and arrangements of one more country at an exceptionally

major level. It is additionally quite possibly the most troublesome parts of

MUN on the grounds that understudies shouldgo up against natural

inclinations of their own public viewpoints and authentic data. The position

papers are the focal point of positional planning before the meeting. Albeit

generally short, we request that you invest energy and exertion on

investigating and keeping in touch with them.

Materials arranged by the EB are not intended to fill in for your individual

exploration. All things being equal, they ought to give a beginning stage,

motivating you to ask yourself inquiries about the current issues

The best-arranged agents are those that accept the gave materials as the

start of their exploration and dig further into the theme regions. Past these

materials are a large group of data administrations, starting with United

Nations sources. UN's assets regularly have ordered measurements,

outlines, and charts which you may discover supportive in understanding

the issues. Most UN report communities convey records of UN gatherings;

maybe the most ideal approach to comprehend your nation's position is to see it iterated

by its diplomat.

• Yearbook of the United Nations: The Yearbook is a decent beginning

stage for your examination. The Yearbook will furnish you with general

data on what has been done on your theme during a specific year. It

likewise gives exceptionally accommodating references to past articles

and goals.
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United Nations Chronicle: This magazine gives you general data on

the procedures of the UN. Watch out for exceptional reports on your

theme region, which will advise you about the point and countries' situations on it.

UN Document Index: This record for all UN reports comes in three

distinct renditions: UNDI (1950-1973), UNDEX (1970-1978), and UNODC

(1979-present). Contingent upon which of the three you are utilizing,

you will track down a subject record, a nation file, and an alphanumeric rundown of all

reports distributed (this is helpful in light of the fact that each panel has its own novel

alphanumeric prefix andaccordingly you can track down every one of the records put out

by a board of trustees during a specific year paying little heed to the particular theme. UN

Resolutions: This arrangement is both significant and extremely simple to utilize. The

record is aggregate from 1946, which implies

that you need just check the most current list to track down every one of the goals on

your point that the UN has at any point passed. Other UN Sources: Depending on the

subject, there may be extra pertinent UN sources. Check for books and exceptional

reports put out by the WHO. Past United Nations sources, notwithstanding, are general

wellsprings of data. Explore your school and nearby libraries. Look at diaries,

periodicals, and papers for more current sources.

Remember to ask the curators for help.

Books: Up-to-date books are probably going to give you a profundity

and exactness that is hopeless from UN sources or periodicals. Try to

check library postings for bound materials. Book research, in any case,

can take a decent arrangement of time, so use prudence when

choosing books.Explicit assets to research include:Embassies and Consular Offices:

Contact the government office or consular office of the country that you are addressing.
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These spots are happy to help you in your exploration via mailing factual information and

other unclassified data.

Periodicals: Periodicals are valuable for straightforward, current data

on points (the Reader's Guide to Periodical Literature and InfoTrack fill

in as a record for these materials). Try not to anticipate that they

should supply you with the profundity of data you will require for the Conference.

People: A regularly ignored source; individuals can help you

extraordinarily in your exploration. A few groups to remember are:

bookkeepers, individual agents, personnel counselors, and your board

of trustees' Director, Moderator, and Assistant Directors. Not exclusively

can these individuals help you discover what you are searching for, yet

they may likewise suggest new sources that you had not thought of. Try

not to spare a moment to call or email your advisory group Director.
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RESEARCH AID

1. Start from knowing

a. United Nations

b. Your committee

c. Mandate of the committee (functions and power)

d. Bodies it works with

e. Final result of your committee

f. Funding channels

2. Know your Agenda

a. Historical background

b. Current trends

c. Future aims

d. International legal instruments

3. Within the agenda cover the following areas

a. Political

b. Economic

c. Social

d. Technology and its role

e. Arms and army strength

f. Legalities

g. Impacts and implications of (a-f) on historical background, current

trends, future aims and international legal instruments.
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Note: International legal instruments are applicable on Nations for

them to reach individuals they should be incorporated in domestic

law as individuals are subjects of it

i.e. domestic law is applicable on citizens. So it is crucial to understand the relationship

between the two and bridge and the gap for effective Implementation

4. Know your country

a. Historical background, Current trends, Future aims of the agenda from

your country’s perspective.

b. Political, Economic, Social, Technology and its role, Arms and army

strength and Legal aspect related situation in your nation. (emphasis on

High value resources, crisis, support services, governance, political

system and administrative conditions)

c. Membership and participation in regional organizations

d. International organizations other than UN

e. Allies and non allies (friends and enemies) of your nations

NOTE: Research alone is not enough, as it would be simply reading out

from the internet what is needed is to “Analyze” i.e. to present your understanding of the

research. For eg: you read it on the internet about stress RESEARCH “ Depression is

leading cause of disability”

ANALYSIS It can cover why depression is on a hike, mental health status,

stigma around it and need for change, merits or demerits.

At sneak peak analysis includes your interpretation and understanding of

the agenda.
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Overview of the United Nations Security Council

Introduction

The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) is one of the six principal organs of the United Nations

(UN) and is primarily responsible for maintaining international peace and security. Established in 1945

under the UN Charter, the Security Council has the unique authority to make binding decisions on

member states and can authorize the use of force to maintain or restore international peace and security.

Structure and Membership

Permanent Members

The UNSC consists of 15 members, of which five are permanent members. These permanent members,

often referred to as the "P5," are:

1. China

2. France

3. Russia

4. United Kingdom

5. United States

These countries were granted permanent seats due to their significant roles in the establishment of the UN

and their status as major Allied powers during World War II.

Non-Permanent Members

● The remaining ten seats are filled by non-permanent members, which are elected by the United

Nations General Assembly for two-year terms.

● The election of non-permanent members is based on regional representation:

○ Africa: 3 seats

○ Asia-Pacific: 2 seats

○ Latin America and the Caribbean: 2 seats

○ Western Europe and Other States: 2 seats

○ Eastern Europe: 1 seat

● Non-permanent members are not immediately eligible for re-election after serving a two-year

term.
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Functions and Powers

The UNSC has several key functions and powers that distinguish it from other UN organs:

Maintenance of International Peace and Security

● Conflict Resolution: The UNSC is responsible for addressing threats to international peace and

security. It can investigate disputes and recommend methods of resolution or terms of settlement.

● Peacekeeping Operations: The Security Council can establish and oversee UN peacekeeping

operations to help maintain peace and security in conflict areas. Peacekeeping missions are

deployed with the consent of the host country and involve military, police, and civilian personnel.

Enforcement Measures

● Sanctions: The UNSC can impose sanctions on countries or entities to enforce its decisions

without resorting to the use of force. Sanctions may include arms embargoes, travel bans, asset

freezes, and trade restrictions.

● Use of Force: In cases where peaceful means are inadequate, the Security Council can authorize

military action to restore peace and security. This authority is granted under Chapter VII of the

UN Charter.

Binding Resolutions

● The UNSC has the power to adopt binding resolutions, which member states are obligated to

comply with under international law. Unlike resolutions from the General Assembly, which are

advisory, Security Council resolutions can mandate specific actions.

Decision-Making Process

● Voting Procedures: Decisions on substantive matters require at least nine affirmative votes,

including the concurring votes of all five permanent members. This is known as the "veto power,"

which allows any permanent member to block a resolution.

● Veto Power: The veto power is a critical aspect of the UNSC's decision-making process. While it

ensures that resolutions have broad support among major powers, it can also lead to deadlock

when permanent members disagree.

Key Issues and Challenges
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Reform Proposals

● Calls for Reform: There have been ongoing debates about reforming the Security Council to

make it more representative and effective. Proposals include expanding the number of permanent

and non-permanent members and altering the use of the veto.

● Geopolitical Dynamics: The geopolitical interests of permanent members often influence the

Council's decisions, leading to criticism about its effectiveness in addressing global challenges.

Peacekeeping and Mandate Complexity

● Complex Mandates: Modern peacekeeping missions often involve multifaceted mandates,

including conflict prevention, protection of civilians, and post-conflict reconstruction. This

complexity can strain resources and require robust coordination with other UN agencies and

international partners.

● Resource Constraints: Ensuring adequate funding and personnel for peacekeeping operations is

a continual challenge, impacting the ability to respond swiftly to emerging crises.
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1. Introduction

Purpose of the Guide

This guide is designed to provide delegates of the Model United Nations Security Council with a

comprehensive understanding of Boko Haram's activities, impact, and the challenges they pose to

regional and international peace and security. It aims to facilitate informed debate and decision-making

during the MUN simulation by offering detailed insights into the origins, ideology, tactics, and responses

to Boko Haram's insurgency in the African region.

The guide seeks to achieve the following objectives:

● Contextual Understanding: Equip delegates with historical and current contexts necessary for

analyzing Boko Haram's rise and impact.

● Comprehensive Analysis: Provide an in-depth examination of Boko Haram's operations, the

socio-political environment in which it thrives, and the international community's response.

● Policy Exploration: Encourage delegates to explore potential solutions and strategies to mitigate

the threat posed by Boko Haram.

● Humanitarian Perspective: Highlight the humanitarian crisis resulting from Boko Haram's

activities, focusing on displacement, human rights abuses, and the broader socio-economic

impact.

Overview of Boko Haram

Boko Haram, officially known as Jama'atu Ahlis Sunna Lidda'awati wal-Jihad (translated to "Group

of the People of Sunnah for Preaching and Jihad"), is an extremist militant group rooted in the

Salafi-jihadist ideology. It is based primarily in northeastern Nigeria and has extended its influence and

operations into neighboring countries, including Chad, Niger, and Cameroon. The group is infamous for

its violent tactics, including bombings, mass kidnappings, and assaults on both military and civilian

targets.

Key Characteristics of Boko Haram:

● Founding and Leadership: Founded in 2002 by Mohammed Yusuf, Boko Haram transformed

from a religious movement into a violent insurgency following Yusuf's death in 2009. The group
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was subsequently led by Abubakar Shekau until his death in 2021, and now comprises several

factions, including the Islamic State West Africa Province (ISWAP).

● Ideology: Boko Haram's ideology is rooted in a strict interpretation of Islam, rejecting Western

education and influence as corrupting and sinful. The group's name, "Boko Haram," can be

loosely translated from the Hausa language to mean "Western education is forbidden."

● Objective: The group's primary objective is to establish an Islamic caliphate governed by Sharia

law across West Africa. This has led to direct confrontation with state authorities and severe

violence against civilian populations.

● Tactics: Boko Haram employs guerrilla warfare tactics, including suicide bombings, armed

assaults, and the use of improvised explosive devices (IEDs). It is also notorious for its abduction

campaigns, notably the kidnapping of 276 schoolgirls in Chibok in 2014.

The group's activities have resulted in a humanitarian crisis, with millions displaced and a significant

number of deaths and injuries. It has destabilized the Lake Chad Basin region, creating a complex security

and humanitarian challenge that requires coordinated regional and international responses.

2. Historical Background

Origins of Boko Haram

Formation

Boko Haram was founded in 2002 in the city of Maiduguri, the capital of Borno State, Nigeria, by

Mohammed Yusuf. Initially, it was established as a religious study group and mosque community under

the name "Jama'atu Ahlis Sunna Lidda'awati wal-Jihad." Yusuf, a charismatic and articulate cleric,

attracted a large following by advocating for a strict interpretation of Islam and criticizing the perceived

corruption and injustice of the Nigerian government.

The early years of Boko Haram were marked by Yusuf's efforts to build a self-sufficient religious

community. This included the establishment of a mosque and an Islamic school, which attracted many

students from across Nigeria and neighboring countries. Yusuf's teachings focused on the perceived

failure of Western-style education and governance, which he argued were incompatible with Islamic

principles and responsible for the social and economic woes facing Nigeria.
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Radicalization

The group's radicalization began in earnest after a series of confrontations with Nigerian authorities. In

2009, a government crackdown on Boko Haram's activities in Borno State led to violent clashes. During

this period, Mohammed Yusuf was captured and killed by Nigerian security forces under controversial

circumstances, which many believe further radicalized the group's remaining members and deepened their

resolve to wage jihad against the Nigerian state.

Under the leadership of Abubakar Shekau, who took control following Yusuf's death, Boko Haram

evolved into a full-fledged insurgent group. Shekau's leadership marked a shift towards more violent

tactics, including suicide bombings, armed attacks, and kidnappings. His approach was characterized by

an uncompromising stance and a willingness to use extreme violence to achieve the group's objectives.

Ideology and Objectives

Anti-Western Sentiment

At the core of Boko Haram's ideology is a vehement opposition to Western influence and values,

particularly Western education and democratic governance. This ideology is encapsulated in the group's

commonly used name, "Boko Haram," which is often translated as "Western education is forbidden." The

group views Western education as a tool of colonialism and a corrupting influence on Islamic society.

Boko Haram's rhetoric emphasizes a return to what it considers the pure teachings of Islam, advocating

for the rejection of Western customs and laws in favor of Sharia law. This anti-Western stance has been a

driving force behind the group's attacks on educational institutions, government buildings, and symbols of

Western culture.

Establishment of Caliphate

Boko Haram's ultimate objective is the establishment of an Islamic caliphate in West Africa, governed by

strict interpretations of Sharia law. The group seeks to overthrow the secular Nigerian government and

replace it with an Islamic state. This ambition has led to violent confrontations with Nigerian authorities

and significant civilian casualties.

Under Shekau's leadership, Boko Haram declared a caliphate in 2014, capturing and controlling large

swathes of territory in northeastern Nigeria. Although subsequent military operations have reclaimed
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much of this territory, the group's aspiration to establish a caliphate continues to drive its insurgency and

recruitment efforts.

Key Leaders and Structure

Abubakar Shekau

Abubakar Shekau was a pivotal figure in Boko Haram's transformation into a violent insurgency. Known

for his brutal tactics and uncompromising ideology, Shekau led the group from 2009 until his reported

death in 2021. His leadership was marked by an escalation in violence, including high-profile attacks on

civilians and military targets, and a shift towards more extreme methods, such as suicide bombings and

mass abductions.

Shekau's rhetoric was often characterized by threats against both the Nigerian government and Western

nations. He also pledged allegiance to the Islamic State in 2015, aligning Boko Haram with the global

jihadist movement. Despite his death, Shekau's influence remains significant, and his tenure as leader left

a lasting impact on the group's operations and strategies.

Current Leadership

Following Shekau's death, Boko Haram experienced leadership struggles and fragmentation. The group

split into factions, with one of the most prominent being the Islamic State West Africa Province

(ISWAP). ISWAP, which had earlier emerged as a splinter group due to ideological and operational

disagreements with Shekau, has since become a dominant faction in the region.

ISWAP is known for its more strategic approach, focusing on winning local support by minimizing

attacks on civilians and providing some basic services in areas under its control. The group's leadership

includes several key figures who have been able to maintain a level of operational coherence and continue

insurgent activities across the region.

The current structure of Boko Haram and its factions reflects a complex and evolving landscape of

leadership, strategy, and influence, with each faction pursuing its interpretation of jihad and goals. This

fragmentation poses significant challenges for counterinsurgency efforts, as different factions employ

varying tactics and have distinct objectives.
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3. Boko Haram's Activities and Impact

Geographical Spread and Influence

Core Areas

Boko Haram's operations are primarily concentrated in Nigeria's northeastern region, specifically in the

states of Borno, Yobe, and Adamawa. These areas are characterized by a combination of socio-economic

challenges, including high poverty rates, limited access to education, and weak governmental presence,

creating a fertile ground for insurgent activities.

1. Borno State: Often considered the epicenter of Boko Haram's activities, Borno State has

witnessed the most intense and sustained violence. The state capital, Maiduguri, is Boko Haram's

birthplace and remains a focal point of its operations. The group's attacks have severely disrupted

local governance and civilian life, resulting in significant displacement and humanitarian needs.

2. Yobe State: Yobe has also been heavily impacted by Boko Haram's insurgency. The group has

targeted infrastructure, including schools and government buildings, to destabilize the region. The

state’s proximity to the Niger border facilitates cross-border movements and complicates security

efforts.

3. Adamawa State: Although initially less affected than Borno and Yobe, Adamawa has seen an

increase in Boko Haram activities. The group's attacks have concentrated on rural areas and

villages, where government presence is minimal.

Regional Influence

Boko Haram's impact extends beyond Nigeria's borders, threatening the stability of the Lake Chad Basin

region, which includes Chad, Niger, and Cameroon. The group's ability to operate across borders

highlights the porous nature of these boundaries and the regional dimension of the insurgency.

1. Chad: Boko Haram has carried out numerous attacks in the Lake Chad area, affecting

communities reliant on fishing and agriculture. The group has targeted both civilians and military

installations, disrupting economic activities and prompting military responses from the Chadian

government.

2. Niger: Boko Haram's incursions into southeastern Niger have targeted Diffa Region, causing

displacement and insecurity. The group exploits the region's proximity to Nigerian borders for

cross-border raids, exacerbating regional instability.
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3. Cameroon: The Far North Region of Cameroon has been a frequent target of Boko Haram

attacks. The group has conducted cross-border raids, kidnappings, and suicide bombings,

impacting local populations and necessitating a strong military presence.

Major Attacks and Incidents

Boko Haram's insurgency has been marked by numerous high-profile attacks, showcasing the group’s

capacity for violence and its impact on local and international communities.

Chibok Kidnapping (2014)

One of Boko Haram’s most notorious acts, the Chibok kidnapping, involved the abduction of 276

schoolgirls from the Government Girls Secondary School in Chibok, Borno State, on April 14, 2014. This

incident drew global attention and sparked international outrage, leading to the #BringBackOurGirls

campaign.

● Impact: The kidnapping highlighted the vulnerability of civilians, particularly women and

children, in conflict zones. It underscored the threat posed by Boko Haram to education and the

broader implications of its ideological opposition to Western education.

● Response: The international community, including the United States and United Kingdom,

offered support to Nigeria in the form of intelligence and surveillance to locate the missing girls.

While some have been rescued or released, many remain missing, symbolizing the ongoing crisis.

Baga Massacre (2015)

In January 2015, Boko Haram launched a large-scale attack on the town of Baga in Borno State, resulting

in what is considered one of the group’s deadliest massacres.

● Scale of Attack: Reports indicate that hundreds, possibly thousands, of civilians were killed, with

significant destruction of property and infrastructure. The Nigerian military base in Baga, housing

the Multinational Joint Task Force (MNJTF), was also targeted and overrun.

● Humanitarian Consequences: The massacre led to mass displacement, with survivors fleeing to

Maiduguri and neighboring countries. The attack intensified the humanitarian crisis in the region

and demonstrated Boko Haram’s capability to carry out coordinated assaults on a large scale.

Humanitarian Impact
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Boko Haram's insurgency has precipitated one of the most severe humanitarian crises in the world,

affecting millions across the Lake Chad Basin region.

Displacement

● Scale: Over 2 million people have been displaced within Nigeria, with hundreds of thousands

seeking refuge in Chad, Niger, and Cameroon. Internally displaced persons (IDPs) face dire

conditions in overcrowded camps, with limited access to basic services such as food, water, and

healthcare.

● Challenges: Displacement has strained local resources and infrastructure in host communities,

complicating efforts to provide adequate humanitarian assistance. The protracted nature of the

crisis has led to chronic displacement, with many unable to return home due to ongoing

insecurity.

Food Insecurity

● Agricultural Disruption: Boko Haram's attacks have severely disrupted agricultural activities,

leading to a collapse of food production in affected areas. Farmers have been unable to plant or

harvest crops due to insecurity and displacement, exacerbating food shortages.

● Economic Impact: The disruption of markets and trade routes has further compounded food

insecurity, affecting both urban and rural populations. The resulting economic instability has

increased poverty levels and vulnerability among affected communities.

● Humanitarian Response: International organizations, including the World Food Programme

(WFP) and UNICEF, are actively working to address food insecurity by providing emergency

food aid and nutritional support to vulnerable populations.
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4. International and Regional Response

United Nations Involvement

The United Nations has played a crucial role in addressing the Boko Haram crisis through various

mechanisms, including Security Council resolutions and humanitarian initiatives.

Security Council Resolutions

The UN Security Council has passed several resolutions aimed at combating Boko Haram and supporting

regional efforts to address the threat.

1. Resolution 2349 (2017): This resolution condemned Boko Haram's actions and urged member

states to enhance regional cooperation to combat terrorism in the Lake Chad Basin. It emphasized

the need for a comprehensive approach, combining security measures with efforts to address

underlying socio-economic issues.

2. Sanctions and Designations: Boko Haram was added to the UN’s list of terrorist organizations in

2014, enabling targeted sanctions against the group’s leaders and affiliates. These sanctions

include travel bans, asset freezes, and arms embargoes aimed at limiting the group’s operational

capabilities.

Humanitarian Assistance

UN agencies, such as the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the World Food

Programme (WFP), and the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), provide critical humanitarian aid

to those affected by the insurgency.

1. Food Security: The WFP has implemented emergency food assistance programs to address acute

hunger and malnutrition in affected regions. These efforts focus on providing life-saving food aid

and nutritional support to displaced populations and vulnerable communities.

2. Education: UNICEF has been actively involved in efforts to ensure access to education for

children affected by the crisis. Initiatives include the establishment of temporary learning spaces,

provision of educational materials, and support for teacher training to facilitate the continuity of

education in conflict-affected areas.

3. Healthcare and Protection: The UN provides healthcare services, including vaccination

campaigns and maternal health programs, to IDPs and refugees. Protection initiatives focus on

safeguarding the rights of women and children, who are disproportionately affected by the crisis.
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African Union and Regional Initiatives

The African Union (AU) and regional bodies have undertaken significant efforts to combat Boko Haram

and promote stability in the Lake Chad Basin.

Multinational Joint Task Force (MNJTF)

The MNJTF is a regional military coalition established to combat Boko Haram. It involves Nigeria, Chad,

Niger, Cameroon, and Benin and operates under the auspices of the African Union.

1. Mandate and Operations: The MNJTF’s mandate includes conducting coordinated military

operations to degrade Boko Haram’s capabilities and restore security in affected areas. The force

has launched several offensives to reclaim territory and disrupt the group’s supply chains.

2. Challenges: Despite some successes, the MNJTF faces significant challenges, including

inadequate funding, logistical constraints, and the need for improved coordination among member

states. The evolving tactics of Boko Haram, including its use of asymmetric warfare, continue to

pose operational difficulties.

African Union Support

The African Union has provided critical support to regional efforts through coordination and advocacy.

1. Policy Frameworks: The AU has developed policy frameworks to address the root causes of

extremism, emphasizing the importance of socio-economic development, governance, and human

rights.

2. Coordination: The AU facilitates coordination among member states, international partners, and

humanitarian organizations to ensure a unified approach to combating Boko Haram and

addressing the humanitarian crisis.

Role of Individual Countries

Nigeria

As the country most affected by Boko Haram’s insurgency, Nigeria plays a leading role in military and

counter-terrorism efforts.

1. Military Campaigns: The Nigerian military has launched numerous operations to combat Boko

Haram, reclaiming territory and attempting to secure borders. Despite successes, the military
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faces challenges such as resource constraints, difficult terrain, and maintaining morale among

troops.

2. Civilian-Military Relations: Efforts to win the hearts and minds of local populations are crucial

for the success of military campaigns. However, allegations of human rights abuses by security

forces have hindered trust-building efforts and complicated the government’s counter-insurgency

strategy.

International Support

Several countries have provided military, intelligence, and humanitarian support to bolster Nigeria and

regional efforts against Boko Haram.

1. United States: The U.S. has offered intelligence support, military training, and equipment to

enhance Nigeria’s counter-terrorism capabilities. The U.S. Africa Command (AFRICOM)

collaborates with regional forces to improve coordination and strategic planning.

2. United Kingdom: The UK provides training and advisory support to Nigerian forces, focusing on

counter-terrorism and counter-insurgency tactics. The UK has also contributed humanitarian aid

to address the needs of affected populations.

3. France: France supports regional efforts through Operation Barkhane, a counter-terrorism

operation targeting jihadist groups in the Sahel. French forces collaborate with regional militaries

to enhance security and stability in the Lake Chad Basin.

4. Other International Partners: Countries such as Germany, Canada, and the European Union

have contributed to humanitarian and development initiatives aimed at addressing the root causes

of extremism and supporting recovery and resilience efforts in affected regions.

24



5. Current Situation and Challenges

Military and Strategic Developments

ISWAP Emergence

The emergence of the Islamic State West Africa Province (ISWAP) has significantly altered the dynamics

of the insurgency in the Lake Chad Basin. ISWAP is a faction that split from Boko Haram in 2016 due to

ideological and operational disagreements, particularly with the leadership style of Abubakar Shekau.

1. Alignment with ISIS: ISWAP declared allegiance to the Islamic State (ISIS) in 2015, aligning

itself with the broader global jihadist movement. This affiliation has provided ISWAP with

strategic guidance, increased its ideological reach, and enhanced its operational capabilities

through funding and training.

2. Tactics and Strategy: ISWAP has adopted more sophisticated and pragmatic tactics compared to

Boko Haram under Shekau. The group focuses on winning local support by minimizing civilian

casualties, providing services in areas it controls, and presenting itself as a more organized and

disciplined alternative to Boko Haram. This approach has enabled ISWAP to establish stronger

roots in local communities and increase its recruitment base.

3. Territorial Control: ISWAP has demonstrated a capacity for territorial control, often targeting

military bases and outposts to seize weapons and supplies. Its control of strategic locations around

Lake Chad allows it to conduct cross-border operations, posing a significant regional threat.

Counterinsurgency Efforts

Efforts to combat Boko Haram and ISWAP involve a combination of military operations and strategic

initiatives by Nigerian and regional forces.

1. Military Operations: The Nigerian military, in collaboration with the Multinational Joint Task

Force (MNJTF), conducts ongoing military campaigns to weaken Boko Haram and ISWAP.

These operations aim to reclaim territory, disrupt supply chains, and target leadership figures.

2. Challenges:

○ Terrain: The rugged and expansive terrain of northeastern Nigeria and the Lake Chad

Basin presents significant challenges for military operations. The region's geography
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provides Boko Haram and ISWAP with natural cover and complicates efforts to locate

and target insurgent hideouts.

○ Resources: Limited resources and logistical constraints hamper the effectiveness of

military operations. There is a need for better equipment, intelligence capabilities, and

coordination among regional forces.

○ Adaptability of Insurgents: Boko Haram and ISWAP have demonstrated an ability to

adapt to changing circumstances, employing guerrilla tactics, IEDs, and suicide bombings

to counter military advances. Their ability to blend with local populations further

complicates counterinsurgency efforts.

Human Rights Concerns

Abuses by Security Forces

Allegations of human rights violations by military and security forces have emerged as a significant issue,

undermining counterinsurgency efforts and complicating relations with local communities.

1. Allegations: Reports of extrajudicial killings, arbitrary detentions, and torture by security

personnel have been documented by human rights organizations. Such abuses erode trust between

the military and civilian populations, hindering efforts to gather intelligence and gain local

support.

2. Accountability: The lack of accountability for security force abuses remains a critical challenge.

Ensuring that perpetrators are held responsible and implementing measures to prevent future

violations are essential for restoring trust and credibility.

Civilian Casualties

The conflict has resulted in a high toll on civilian populations, both from Boko Haram's attacks and

military operations.

1. Boko Haram Attacks: The group has targeted civilians through bombings, raids, and abductions,

resulting in significant casualties and displacement.

2. Military Operations: Collateral damage from military operations, including airstrikes and

ground assaults, has also contributed to civilian casualties. Ensuring the protection of civilians

during military campaigns is crucial to maintaining local support and minimizing humanitarian

impacts.
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Impact on Women and Children

The conflict has disproportionately affected women and children, who face unique vulnerabilities and

challenges.

Gender-Based Violence

1. Abductions and Forced Marriages: Women and girls are often abducted by Boko Haram and

ISWAP for use as forced labor, sex slaves, or wives for fighters. These acts of violence have

devastating physical and psychological impacts on survivors.

2. Sexual Violence: Sexual violence is a pervasive issue, with women and girls subjected to rape

and other forms of abuse. Such violence not only harms individuals but also disrupts families and

communities, exacerbating social tensions.

Child Soldiers

1. Recruitment: Boko Haram has a history of recruiting and using child soldiers in its operations.

Children are often coerced or indoctrinated into joining the group, where they are used as fighters,

spies, or suicide bombers.

2. Impact on Children: The recruitment and use of child soldiers violate international norms and

have long-term consequences for the affected children, including trauma, loss of education, and

difficulties in reintegration into society.

6. Legal and Policy Framework

International Laws and Sanctions

The international community has established a range of legal and policy frameworks to address the threat

posed by Boko Haram and ensure accountability for human rights abuses.
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UN Sanctions

1. Targeted Sanctions: The United Nations Security Council has imposed targeted sanctions on

Boko Haram, including asset freezes, travel bans, and arms embargoes. These measures aim to

disrupt the group’s financial networks and limit its access to resources.

2. Implementation and Challenges: The effectiveness of sanctions depends on the ability of

member states to enforce them. Challenges include the use of informal financial networks by

Boko Haram and the need for enhanced international cooperation to track and freeze assets.

International Criminal Court

1. Investigation of Crimes: The International Criminal Court (ICC) has been involved in

investigating allegations of war crimes and crimes against humanity committed by Boko Haram

and security forces. The ICC’s involvement underscores the gravity of the situation and the need

for accountability.

2. Legal Proceedings: Legal proceedings against perpetrators of atrocities are essential for justice

and deterrence. The ICC, in collaboration with national judicial systems, seeks to prosecute those

responsible for serious crimes and ensure redress for victims.

National Policies and Legislation

Nigeria has implemented several policies and legislative measures to combat Boko Haram and address the

broader security challenges posed by the insurgency.

Nigeria's Counter-Terrorism Strategy

1. Military Action: The Nigerian government’s strategy emphasizes military action to degrade

Boko Haram’s capabilities. This includes offensive operations, intelligence gathering, and efforts

to secure borders.

2. Deradicalization and Rehabilitation: Nigeria has established deradicalization and rehabilitation

programs for former Boko Haram members and individuals affected by the conflict. These

programs aim to reintegrate ex-combatants into society and address the underlying drivers of

radicalization.

3. Community Engagement: Efforts to engage local communities and address grievances are

critical to preventing the spread of extremism. Community-based initiatives focus on improving
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governance, access to education, and economic opportunities to build resilience against

radicalization.

Legal Reforms

1. Strengthening Legislation: Nigeria has enacted legal reforms to strengthen its capacity to

prosecute terrorism-related offenses. This includes laws that criminalize membership in terrorist

organizations, financing of terrorism, and other related activities.

2. Judicial Capacity: Enhancing the capacity of the judicial system to handle terrorism cases is

essential for effective prosecution and deterrence. Training for judges and law enforcement

personnel is necessary to ensure that legal proceedings meet international standards.

3. Human Rights Considerations: Legal reforms also emphasize the protection of human rights

and the need for accountability in counter-terrorism operations. Ensuring that counter-terrorism

measures do not violate human rights is crucial for maintaining legitimacy and public trust.

7. Potential Solutions and Strategies

Military Interventions

Enhanced Coordination

1. Regional Cooperation: Strengthening cooperation among regional forces is crucial for an

effective military response to Boko Haram. This includes the Multinational Joint Task Force

(MNJTF) composed of troops from Nigeria, Chad, Cameroon, Niger, and Benin. Enhanced
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coordination can be achieved through joint operations, shared intelligence, and unified command

structures.

2. International Support: Collaboration with international partners, such as the United States,

United Kingdom, and France, can provide valuable military training, equipment, and intelligence

support. These partnerships can enhance the capabilities of regional forces and improve the

effectiveness of counter-terrorism operations.

3. Operational Synergy: Establishing a centralized command center to coordinate operations and

share real-time information can lead to more efficient deployment of resources and rapid response

to Boko Haram activities. Regular joint exercises and drills can also improve interoperability

among forces.

Resource Allocation

1. Increased Funding: Adequate funding is essential to sustain military operations against Boko

Haram. Regional governments and international donors should prioritize financial support for

counter-insurgency efforts, ensuring that troops are well-equipped and motivated.

2. Logistical Support: Improving logistical capabilities, such as transportation, communication, and

supply chains, is vital for maintaining operational momentum. This includes investing in modern

technology and infrastructure to enhance mobility and reach remote areas where Boko Haram

operates.

3. Humanitarian Assistance: Providing humanitarian aid alongside military efforts can help

address the needs of affected populations and reduce the appeal of Boko Haram's propaganda.

Integrated approaches that combine security operations with humanitarian interventions can foster

trust and cooperation among local communities.

Counter-Terrorism Measures

Intelligence Sharing

1. Strengthening Networks: Enhancing intelligence networks is critical for tracking and disrupting

Boko Haram’s activities. This involves establishing secure communication channels and

platforms for information exchange among regional and international intelligence agencies.

2. Advanced Surveillance: Utilizing advanced surveillance technologies, such as drones, satellite

imagery, and electronic monitoring, can improve the ability to detect and respond to Boko Haram

movements. These tools can provide real-time data on insurgent activities and facilitate targeted

operations.
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3. Capacity Building: Training local security forces in intelligence gathering and analysis can

improve their ability to identify and neutralize threats. Building the capacity of law enforcement

agencies to conduct investigations and gather evidence is also essential for prosecuting

terrorism-related offenses.

Deradicalization Programs

1. Rehabilitation Initiatives: Developing comprehensive deradicalization programs is crucial for

rehabilitating former Boko Haram militants and preventing future radicalization. These programs

should focus on psychological counseling, vocational training, and social reintegration to help

individuals transition back into society.

2. Community-Based Approaches: Engaging communities in deradicalization efforts can enhance

their effectiveness. Local leaders, religious figures, and civil society organizations can play a key

role in promoting reconciliation and providing support to former militants and their families.

3. Preventive Measures: Implementing preventive measures, such as educational campaigns and

youth engagement programs, can address the root causes of radicalization. These initiatives

should focus on promoting tolerance, critical thinking, and resilience against extremist ideologies.

Socio-Economic Development

Education and Employment

1. Improving Access to Education: Expanding access to quality education is essential for

addressing the root causes of extremism. Governments and international organizations should

invest in building and rehabilitating schools, training teachers, and providing educational

materials to ensure that children in conflict-affected areas receive a proper education.

2. Vocational Training: Offering vocational training and skills development programs can provide

alternative livelihoods for young people, reducing their vulnerability to recruitment by extremist

groups. These programs should align with local economic needs and opportunities, fostering

entrepreneurship and job creation.

3. Economic Opportunities: Creating economic opportunities, particularly in marginalized and

conflict-affected areas, can help reduce poverty and social inequality. This includes investing in

infrastructure, agriculture, and small businesses to stimulate local economies and improve living

standards.

Community Engagement
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1. Building Trust: Establishing trust between security forces and local communities is crucial for

effective counter-terrorism efforts. This requires transparency, accountability, and respect for

human rights in military operations, as well as efforts to address grievances and improve

governance.

2. Participatory Approaches: Involving communities in decision-making processes related to

security and development can empower them to take an active role in addressing local challenges.

Community policing, local peace committees, and dialogue platforms can facilitate collaboration

and conflict resolution.

3. Social Cohesion: Promoting social cohesion and inter-community cooperation can strengthen

resilience against extremism. Initiatives that foster dialogue, cultural exchange, and mutual

understanding among different ethnic and religious groups can help build a more inclusive and

harmonious society.

8. Questions for Delegates to Consider

1. What measures can the international community take to strengthen regional security

cooperation against Boko Haram?

○ Multinational Joint Task Force (MNJTF) Support: How can international partners

enhance their support for the MNJTF in terms of training, logistics, and intelligence

sharing? What additional resources or expertise could be provided to improve its

operational effectiveness?
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○ Cross-Border Collaboration: In what ways can neighboring countries enhance their

collaboration to address cross-border threats posed by Boko Haram? What role can the

African Union and regional organizations play in facilitating dialogue and cooperation

among affected states?

○ Global Partnerships: How can global powers such as the United States, China, and the

European Union engage more effectively with African nations to combat Boko Haram?

What forms of bilateral and multilateral agreements could be established to ensure

sustained support?

2. How can the UN and member states address the humanitarian needs of those affected by

Boko Haram's insurgency?

○ Resource Mobilization: What strategies can the international community adopt to

mobilize resources for humanitarian assistance in affected regions? How can funding be

prioritized to ensure that essential services such as food, healthcare, and education are

provided to displaced populations?

○ Coordination of Aid Efforts: What mechanisms can be implemented to enhance the

coordination of humanitarian aid among UN agencies, non-governmental organizations

(NGOs), and local governments? How can efforts be streamlined to avoid duplication and

maximize impact?

○ Protection of Vulnerable Groups: How can the UN and member states ensure the

protection of women, children, and other vulnerable groups from violence and

exploitation in conflict zones? What specific measures can be implemented to address

gender-based violence and the recruitment of child soldiers?

3. What role can socio-economic development play in countering violent extremism in the

region?

○ Addressing Root Causes: How can socio-economic development initiatives address the

root causes of extremism, such as poverty, unemployment, and lack of education? What

programs or policies have proven effective in reducing vulnerability to radicalization?

○ Community-Led Development: How can local communities be empowered to drive

their own development and resilience-building efforts? What role can civil society
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organizations and local leaders play in fostering social cohesion and economic

opportunities?

○ Long-Term Sustainability: How can development efforts be designed to ensure

long-term sustainability and resilience? What strategies can be implemented to build local

capacity and promote inclusive growth that benefits all segments of society?

4. How can the Security Council balance military action with human rights considerations in

the fight against Boko Haram?

○ Human Rights Monitoring: What mechanisms can be established to monitor and report

on human rights abuses by both Boko Haram and security forces? How can

accountability be ensured for violations of international humanitarian law?

○ Civilian Protection: How can military operations be conducted in a manner that

minimizes civilian casualties and displacement? What steps can be taken to ensure that

military personnel are trained in human rights and humanitarian principles?

○ Integration of Human Rights in Policy: How can human rights considerations be

integrated into the design and implementation of counter-terrorism policies and

strategies? What role can the Security Council play in promoting adherence to human

rights norms by all parties involved in the conflict?

9. Conclusion
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Addressing the threat of Boko Haram requires a comprehensive and multifaceted approach that integrates

military, political, and socio-economic strategies. The insurgency has had devastating impacts on regional

stability and human security, underscoring the urgent need for coordinated international efforts.

Key Components of a Comprehensive Approach

1. Military Engagement: While military action remains essential for degrading Boko Haram’s

capabilities, it must be complemented by efforts to strengthen regional security cooperation and

ensure adherence to human rights standards. The MNJTF plays a crucial role in coordinating

regional military responses, and its effectiveness can be enhanced through international support

and capacity-building initiatives.

2. Political Solutions: Addressing the political dimensions of the conflict is vital for achieving

lasting peace. This includes promoting good governance, tackling corruption, and ensuring that

political processes are inclusive and representative. Political solutions should also focus on

addressing grievances that may fuel extremism and radicalization.

3. Socio-Economic Development: Socio-economic development is a critical pillar in countering

violent extremism. By addressing the root causes of radicalization, such as poverty,

unemployment, and lack of education, development initiatives can reduce vulnerability to

extremist ideologies and provide alternative pathways for affected communities.

4. Humanitarian Assistance: Providing timely and effective humanitarian assistance to those

affected by Boko Haram’s insurgency is essential for alleviating suffering and promoting

recovery. The international community must work collaboratively to ensure that aid reaches those

in need and addresses the specific vulnerabilities of women, children, and displaced populations.

Role of the Security Council

The United Nations Security Council plays a pivotal role in coordinating international efforts to combat

Boko Haram and support regional initiatives. By adopting resolutions that prioritize human rights,

promote regional cooperation, and allocate resources for development and humanitarian assistance, the

Security Council can help restore peace and stability in the affected areas.

In conclusion, the fight against Boko Haram requires a sustained and collaborative effort by the

international community. By leveraging the strengths of military, political, and socio-economic strategies,

and by upholding human rights and humanitarian principles, the global community can work towards a

future of peace and security in the Lake Chad Basin and beyond.
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10. Further Reading and Resources

1. United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) Reports

2. African Union Peace and Security Council Briefs

3. International Crisis Group Reports on Boko Haram

4. Human Rights Watch Reports on Nigeria
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https://www.unodc.org/
https://www.peaceau.org/
https://www.crisisgroup.org/
https://www.hrw.org/

